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SPORE COUNTS
How do I find out about what 
counts are doing in my area? 
Each week the results from our 
5 monitor farms will be put up 
at the clinic, on the MVS Farm 
Facebook page and sent out via 
e-bulletin. If you are not receiving 
this information, please contact the 
clinic.

When do I start monitoring? 
Once the monitor farms have spore 
counts that trend up towards 20,000 
spores/gram, we encourage you to 
start spore counting on your own 
farm. 

Last season one monitor farm had 
spore counts consistently below 
5,000 spores/gram, while others 
reached up to 125,000 spores/gram. 
Both of these extremes require 
different management strategies. 

To ensure your zinc supplementation 
is safe from toxicity, at the correct 
dose rates for prevention and 
economical, we recommend 
a tailored approach to both 
supplementation and spore count 
monitoring. 
For further advice, please contact 
the clinic on 888 8197.
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WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Pregnancy testing

• Spore count monitoring

• Zinc supplementation

• Autumn herd dry off
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

   December 2018 80kg DM/day 70mm 20°C 2614kg DM 137,000

   December 2017 16kg DM/day 0mm 20°C 2108kg DM 131,000

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

WELCOME 
TO RYLEY

It is with great excitement 
that we welcome Ryley 
Morgan-Williams to our 

Farm Vet Team. 

Ryley joins us from the  
University of Queensland 
where she has proved herself 
to be a formidable force in the 
bovine medical field. 

She is very interested in 
reproduction, lameness and 
calf rearing, as well as also 
being interested in sheep, 
pigs and alpacas.

Outside of work, Ryley 
loves cooking, riding horses, 
swimming, hiking, going to 
the gym and the pub. She 
grew up in north Brisbane 
riding horses, surfing and 
sailing with her family.

We are sure you will all make 
her welcome as she settles 
into the local area.

 GREG JARRATT

WEATHER, FEED COMPOSITION AND 
ANIMAL HEALTH
In extreme climatic conditions, animals are not the only ones who 
attempt to adapt.

Plants such as ryegrass also alter 
their metabolism as climatic 
conditions change. One obvious 
interaction is evident when 
considering the ‘fate’ of simple 
carbohydrates (sugar) made by 
plants. 

In cooler conditions, plant growth 
is slow and there is minimal 
conversion of simple carbohydrates 
(sugar) to more complex 
carbohydrates (increased cellulose). 
Laboratory analysis would confirm 
soluble sugars being relatively 
high, and NDF being relatively 
low. The same plant in a warmer 
environment would grow faster, 
have lower soluble sugar and have 
higher NDF.

Because the majority of what 
we feed cows is pasture and the 
nutritional value of pasture is highly 
variable (based largely on climatic 
conditions), production animals such 
as cows are vulnerable. 

 

While capable of adapting (rumen 
structure and microbial population) 
to the variations in pasture, 
adaptations can take weeks when 
changes in pasture composition 
literally takes days.

Unfortunately, suboptimal 
performance is not simply limited 
to litres dropping in the vat. Young 
growing stock are just as susceptible, 
but are often out of sight, out of 
mind. 

Rapid changes in feed composition 
with insufficient time to adapt often 
places sufficient ‘nutritional stress’ 
on replacement stock to render 
them more susceptible to parasitism, 
and common gut infections such as 
Yersiniosis.

The take home message here is: 
Consider the negative impact of 
extreme climatic conditions on 
replacement stock. The health of 
replacement stock is invariably 
compromised when there 
is a ‘check’ in production. MVS is proud to support the 

Sponsored Swim Meet on  
19th January 2019.


